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Tjeldvoll is trained in the sociology of education at the University of Oslo. His research 

interests are comparative and international education policies in general and higher education 

policies in particular. He has been a visiting professor at University of Cambridge (1989), 

Harvard University/National Center of Educational Leadership (1989/90), University of 

Zimbabwe 1993, University of the Western Cape, South Africa (1996) and Stanford University 

(1997). From 1987-88 he served as Chair of the Institute for Educational Research, Faculty of 

Social Sciences, University of Oslo. He has been part time professor at the universities of 

Stockholm, Tromsø, Vilnius, Kaunas and Norwegian School of Management BI. From 2004 he 

holds part time professorships at Norwegian University of Science and Technology and Xiamen 

University in China. From September 2008 he is invited to serve at National Chi Nan 

University’s Department of Comparative Education, Taiwan. 

 

Tjeldvoll has been commissioned as evaluation expert/team leader by UNICEF, Norwegian 

People’s Aid, NORAD, The Namibia Association of Norway, Amnesty International, the 

European Commission and the Academic Cooperation Association (ACA). In recent years he 

has been co-leader of research projects on higher education in Ethiopia, former Yugoslavia, 

Albania and Lithuania. He has been co- responsible for implementing the HEAD Project – a 

comparative study of school leadership training in Norway, Finland, France, UK, US and Hong 

Kong 2003-2008). Presently he is studying “change leadership” in a project titled University 

Dragons in Confucian Lands. 
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